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Notice to Applicant(s) 

1 . This action is in respond to the request for continued examination filed on 01/30/2004. 

2. Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

3. The declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 filed 12/22/2003 is sufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claims 1-24 based upon Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Nygren et al. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,525,504. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nygren et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,525,504 (hereinafter Nygren) 

Regarding claim 1 

Nygren teaches a brushless electrical machine comprising: 

- a rotor, a stator, at least one phase winding arranged to establish flux in a magnetic 
circuit in the machine (abstract); 
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- producing a signal indicative of flux-causing voltage across the at least one phase 
winding (col. 15 lines 41-57, "The auxiliary winding 30 . . . via auxiliary winding 30"). 

Regarding claim 2 
Nygren teaches 

- producing the signal indicative of the flux-causing voltage is operably coupled with the 
or each phase winding (col. 15 lines 50-57, "The main winding 29 . . . the machine via 
auxiliary winding 30"). 

Regarding claim 3 
Nygren teaches 

- a search coil arranged in relation to the magnetic circuit to produce the signal indicative 
of the flux-causing voltage (col. 8 lines 51-56, "by introducing an auxiliary winding ... 
can be greatly simplified"). 

Regarding claim 23 

Nygren teaches a method for controlling a brushless electrical machine having 
a rotor, a stator and at least one phase winding (abstract); 

- producing a feedback signal including a part indicative of the flux-causing voltage across 
the or each phase winding (col. 15 lines 41-57, "The auxiliary winding 30 ... via 
auxiliary winding 30" and fig. 2A showed feedback from the exciter 1 back to the 
regulator 2); 

- producing an input signal representing the demanded output of the machine (fig. 2A 
regulator 2 accepted input from elements 3,4 and 5); and 
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- controlling energization of the at least one phase winding in response to the input signal 
and the feedback signal (col. 8 lines 51-56, "by introducing an auxiliary winding ... can 
be greatly simplified"). 

Regarding claim 24 

Nygren teaches a brushless electrical machine comprising: 

- a rotor, a stator, at least one phase winding arranged to establish flux in a magnetic circuit 
in the machine (abstract); and 

a signal producer arranged in relation to the magnetic circuit for producing a signal 
indicative of flux-causing voltage across the at least one phase winding (col. 15 lines 41- 
57, "The auxiliary winding 30 . . . via auxiliary winding 30"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nygren in 
view of Lovett et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,225,767 (hereinafter Lovett). 

Regarding claim 4 

Nygren teaches a brushless electrical drive system comprising: a brushless electrical machine 
having a rotor, a stator and at least one phase winding arranged to establish flux in a magnetic 
circuit in the machine (abstract); means for determining flux-causing voltage across the or each 
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phase winding and producing a feedback signal representing the flux-causing voltage (col. 15 
lines 41-57, "The auxiliary winding 30 . .. via auxiliary winding 30") but does not teach a flux 
controller having an input signal representing the demanded output of the machine, which 
controller is responsive to the input signal and the feedback signal to produce control signals for 
actuating switch means to control the flux in the at least one phase winding. However, Lovett 
shows a system comprising: a flux controller having an input signal representing the demanded 
output of the machine, which controller is responsive to the input signal and the feedback signal 
to produce control signals for actuating switch means to control the flux in the at least one phase 
winding (col. 5 line 65 to col 6 line 10, "Turning to the drawing ... follows the flux command 
13"). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the flux controller of Lovett with the brushless electrical machine of Nygren 
because it would provide for energizing the electro-magnetic system as it provides phase coil 
energization signals to the system. 
Regarding claim 5 

Nygren teaches determining the flux-causing voltage include transducer means operably coupled 
with the or each phase winding, (col. 7 lines 45-51, "Terminal voltage transducer ... from the 
generator terminal"). 
Regarding claim 6 

Lovett teaches a system in which the transducer means includes a search coil (col. 12 lines 28- 
30, "search coil using a . directly form the coil"). 
Regarding claim 7 
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Lovett teaches a flux estimator including means for deriving a flux signal proportional to the flux 
in the or each phase winding from the feedback signal (col. 16 lines 57-65, "The flux estimate 
commands ... energization control circuit 21' "). 
Regarding claim 8 

Lovett teaches a voltage model of the machine for producing the feedback signal (col. 12 lines 
3 1-43, "the phase current is applied ... for each phase windings"). 
Regarding claim 9 

Lovett teaches a system in which the voltage model includes a thermal model of the or each 
phase winding (col. 12 lines 43-47, "The current compensation . . . DC voltage injection"). 
Regarding claim 10 

Lovett teaches a system in which the means for deriving the flux signal includes an integrator 
arranged to integrate the feedback signal to produce the flux signal (col. 1 1 lines 35-40, "FIG. 
3 A generally illustrates ... of four voltage input signals"). 
Regarding claim 1 1 

Lovett teaches a system in which the estimator includes means for resetting the integrator at a 
point of substantially zero phase current in the cycle of the or each phase of the machine (col. 1 1 
lines 24-34, "A conventional open-loop integrator ... to zero may be used"). 
Regarding claim 12 

Lovett teaches a system in which the means for deriving the flux signal includes a low-pass filter 
arranged to filter the feedback signal to produce the flux signal (col. 13 lines 8-15, "FIG. 3B 
generally illustrates ... bi-polar excitation currents"). 
Regarding claim 13 
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Lovett teaches a system in which the estimator includes a current model of the machine arranged 
to receive signals representing phase current and rotor position and being operable to produce a 
flux estimate for the or each phase winding therefrom (col. 12 lines 31-40, "the phase current is 
applied ... electromagnetic system 15"). 
Regarding claim 14 

Lovett teaches a system in which the current model includes an algebraic estimate of the flux in 
the or each phase winding based on inputs of phase current and rotor position (col. 12 lines 48- 
62, "it will be noted that ... voltage applied to the phase coils"). 
Regarding claim 15 

Lovett teaches a system in which the estimator includes comparator means for producing a 
current model error signal from the flux estimate and the feedback signal (col 9 lines 19-39, "In 
general, when the magnitude of . . . the electromagnetic system (and, thus, the flux) down"). 
Regarding claim 16 

Lovett teaches a system in which the current model is an inverse current model (col. 9 lines 31- 
39, "When the magnitude of . . . the electromagnetic system (and, thus, the flux) down"), 
including an algebraic estimate of the current in the or each phase winding based on inputs of 
rotor position and estimated phase flux (col. 12 lines 48-62, "it will be noted that . . . voltage 
applied to the phase coils"). 
Regarding claim 17 

Lovett teaches the estimator includes comparator means for producing an inverse current model 
error signal from the current estimate and monitored current in the or each phase winding (col. 9 
lines 31-39, "When the magnitude of ... the electromagnetic system (and, thus, the flux) down"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/738,467 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2121 

Regarding claim 18 

Lovett teaches a system includes a voltage model of the machine for producing the feedback 
signal (col. 12 lines 31-43, "the phase current is applied ... for each phase windings"), further in 
which the estimator further includes means for summing output of the voltage model and 
differentiated output of the current model to produce the feedback signal (col 1 1 line 56 to col. 
12 line 6, "the +Vbc signal is ... at its output"). 
Regarding claim 19 

Lovett teaches a system in which the estimator further includes a current model, controller 
arranged to apply a control law function to current model output (col. 25 lines 1-15, "When the 
position/velocity ... instantaneous command signal"). 
Regarding claim 20 

Lovett teaches a system in which the current model controller has a response to machine speed 
such that a current model output signal is increasingly attenuated with increasing machine speed 
above a predetermined machine speed (col. 21 lines 4-26, "While the force control ... be welded 
to one another"). 
Regarding claim 21 

Lovett teaches a system includes a voltage model of the machine for producing the feedback 
signal (col. 12 lines 31-43, "the phase current is applied ... for each phase windings"), the 
system further including means for causing output of the current model to dominate output of the 
voltage model at relatively low machine speeds, and for causing output of the voltage model to 
dominate output of the current model at relatively high machine speeds (col. 21 lines 4-26, 
"While the force control ... be welded to one another"). 
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Regarding claim 22 

Lovett teaches a system in which the input signal represents a flux demand, the flux controller 
further including a comparator for comparing determined flux with demanded flux to produce 
the control signals (col. 8 lines 33-50, "the illustrated flux controller 12 ... energization control 
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